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Mother’s Tea 

Once upon a time, about 1950, I was leading my first 4-H club. It consisted of 12 girls 
who were 6th to 8th graders. The leadership of this club came easy to me because I’d been 
leading lessons in Home Extension for about fifteen years, building up my self-confidence by 
doing the lesson. We learned “early-on” that the one who goes in to take the lesson from the 
agent first-hand just naturally leas more at County level. Sometimes the instructor gives a 
morning and afternoon session. This then has to be given to the H.E.U. ladies in one lesson so 
they just don’t get as much lesson time. 

Perhaps we were overzealous when we filled our Program for Work, for we left no stone 
unturned. What I wanted to tell you was'that we planned a Mother’s Tea for our May meeting. 
This had a lot of potential for teaching the girls some “social graces,” responsibility for making 
cookies, tea and coffee, and serving the mothers. We were gung-ho and going strong. The girls 
were very enthusiastic. I polished up all my bone china and glassware anticipating the day. We set 
our club meeting ahead to a Saturday so that all the mothers could attend. Now up until then, this 
valley had never had a Mother’s Tea. 

I couldn’t believe what happened next. The girls in all their enthusiasm had gone to school 
bubbling over - so to speak - and a teacher caught their enthusiasm like a ball and ran with it. 
Next thing I knew they were having a Mothers’ Tea at the school cafeteria on Friday. 

I thought about having a “‘ coronary,” but discarded that notion as futile in as much as I 
was the only one who would hurt! 

It so happened that our 4-H agent came by so I had a broad shoulder to cry on and a chance 
to learn about “ higher pay.” After my initial onslaught of bellyaching and vented wrath, Rufus 
Cate, the agent, decided I needed some education in getting along with people. I was ready to 
throw in the towel. As leaders, I complained, we néver get any thanks for what we do. We only 
get criticism. And now this! 

I listened to what Rufus had to say. I did not cancel our tea. I gritted my teeth and 
stomped on my toes and acted as if everything was just peach-dandy! Every mother came. The 
girls made the cookies and served the mothers like “pros.” I loved them for it. 

As I mulled over this “higher pay” Rufus had talked about, I could see some merit in that. 
You just don’t anticipate thanks or praise- your satisfaction is in what you are doing, seeing your 
girls win place or show, watching them grow and gain self composure under stress, control 
disappointments when they don’t get a blue ribbon, and handle a big win with aplomb. That is 
“higher pay.” 

Then 45 years go by, and this old lady sees an Idaho postmark on her letter and recognizes 
LaVerne Guches’ handwriting, one of my early 4-H girls. The Boise Quilters are hosting the 
statewide quilt show and LaVerne is to be chairperson for this gathering. How’s that for “higher 
pay?” 

Now and then a letter appears in my mailbox, maybe a Valentine with a note from one of 
my girls, sharing with me a little of what is going on in her life, or just proving she remembered 


that | have a Valentine collection. That’s “higher pay.” 


Rufus never thought to tell me. though, that | might be past eighty when some of this 
pay rolls in. All the more reason to enjoy it maybe 


Applegatia. 
MLK. 
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PHOTO: LaVerne Guches at Jackson County Fair modeling her skirt and 
carrying the apron she made for her 4-H sewing project. 


Hope this finds evervone getting ready for Spring. There are several things that are 
happening at this time. One is. we have gotten word that the counts ‘s going to cut our budget 
requests. possibly by 30° As vou may remember that all of the county historical societies have 
pooled together to vo for tunds As for us. [ feel we will be OK with the cuts. 

The old brick building at Applegate School will not have anyone in it come this fall. The 
Three Rivers School Board had a structural engineer look at it and thAev found it is not seismic 
safe. At this time the school campus will remain a K through 8. The brick building was put on 
the County Historic Inventory List in 1979. At this time, [ don’t know what will happen. 

If you haven’t driven by lately, then you have missed seeing the carriage gates and signs 
that are on the mound by the flowers. Thanks to Steve Decker and Cathy Dunlap. 

With the help of Chrissie and Myrtle. we had a display at the school “working hands” dav 
in Feb.. They had a quilt that the visitors could “work” on, they got to tie it. We had several 
people sign our book from all over the Rogue Valley. It was a great day! 

We will be getting the ground ready for the sod that will go down soon. Also we will be 
getting ready to open soon. 

The next meeting will be March 18,2000 at 10:30 am at Myrtle Krouse’s 15911 N. 
Applegate Rd. 

Hopetully by the meeting time. I will have more information on both the county budget 
and the school building. We will also need to set a date for ground “work at the museum. 

See vou at the meeting at VIyrtle’s on the 18th at 10°30 am 


Barbara Niecermever 
AViltSa Sec mliges 


